A learning disability in English Language Learners

Some hints for English language teachers working with pupils with a learning disability

1. to reduce the vocabulary demand focusing on adoption of the most important words, idioms and phrases especially by listening and visual demonstration (loud reciting, reading, listening to records and using computer learning programs based on sound)

2. to use object teaching and concrete concepts ( connecting of words and phrases – word building, visual connection between words and real things – pictures, games – e. g.  “Mime an action“, “ Doublets”, role-playing, connecting use of English with real life and everyday situations – e.g. shopping, asking the way, travelling…

3. to develop listening skills as much as possible by repeated reception that allows pupils to follow the context of  situations

4. to provide constant review and incorporating as much visual/tactile/kinesthetic (i.e. multisensory) stimulation and support as possible

5. to derive benefit from children rhymes, simple poems, songs, riddles and puzzles

6. to exercise classroom English as a means of communication, slow the pace of instruction quite considerably, plasticity is a necessity, 

7. to allow pupils express their feelings, let them talk in English as much as possible

8. to focus on proper but not  perfectionist pronunciation and correct just  major mistakes that would make understanding impossible

9. to prefer exercises based on completing gapped sentences

10. to work with pupils individually and assign  obtainable objectives, prepare adapted curriculum and reduce the syllabus to the essential elements

